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Whence, but from heaven, ſhould men unſkilled in arts, 

In different nations born, in different parts, 

Weave ſuch agreeing truths ? or how ? or why 

Should all conſpire to cheat us with a lie. 

Unaſked their pains, ungrateful their advice, 

Starving their gains, and martyrdom their price. 
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A S a great naler of learned and ingenious vn. 
 dications of | Chriſtianity have appeared, it ts 
not to be e that theſe diſcourſes will be more con- 
vincing to the adverſaries of Revelation, than many 
others heretofore publiſhed, or obviate thoſe objections, 
with which inveterate prejudices ever cloud the human 
mind. And thoſe who have thought and read much on 
this ſabjett, may not perhaps find many new arguments 
here advanced. But from theſe diſcourſes, the reader 
may expe to find a rational diſcuſſion, and conciſe 
arrangement, of the principal evidences in favour of 
the truth and divine authority of Chriſtianity, and as 


ſuch it may tend to confirm and ſtrengthen the faith, 


and animate the hope of common Chriſtians, in the main 
principles of revealed Religion, and remove them fur- 
ther from that ſcepticiſm and infidelity, which ſo muck 
abound in the world. 


A ſummary view of the proofs of Revelation, are 
more level to the capacities, and better adapted to the 
l iſure and circumſtances of the common people, than 
larger works. And as the principles of ſcepticiſm, and 
the ſeeds of irreligion are eſpouſed and diſſeminated 
emong the low and giddy, as well as among the more 
reined and Phaloſophick, it becomes the more neceſſary, 
cas common Chriſtians ſhould be furniſhed with ſome 
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which they — ſs to have in the divine iſh on of Je fs 
Chriſt. The: » proofs and evidencts | for the fapport of 
this faith, appear to lic in a ſhort compaſs, —for it 
muſt be admitied; that either the Fuangelifts and 450 
Hes were divinely inſpired, or that they were the greateſt 
cheats, and impofters, that ever exiſted ; between theſe 
two there is no medium. Id prove they were cheats, 
would be a much greater work, and more difficult taſk, 

than to prove they were men of fimplicity and probity. 
— And as the Chriſtian ſyſtem does not fland upon ne 
Feingle argument, teſtimony or fat ; but upon the con- 
current evidence of a vaſt multitude of circumſtances, 
which at leaſt makes the belief of its fa ſeſhood, ten 
thouſand times more abſurd, than the belief of its truth, 

T think a man of common under ſtanding, though he 


be no Philoſopher, may be a Chriſtian, upon fuſicient 


and rational evidence. And though, the Infidel may 
queſtion the ſoundneſs of the Chriſtian's intellefs, and 
announce him to the world as 'unflilled in the Phano- 
mens of nature, and as believing many things to be true, 


that are contrary to cuſtom and experience, yet not- 
withſtanding this, I think it may be fairly admitted, 
without ſuppoſing a partial fondneſs to Chriſtianity, 
that the wiſdom of a real Chriſtian, con ſiſts in being 
governed and guided by the evidence of the greater light, 
inſtead of the leſſer, —--and if he be deemed a mere 
trifler and ſimpleton for this, it will be very difficult 
for the moſt enlarged underſtanding, to determine in 
what conſiſts true wiſdom, | 
c That 
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That the ſeveral Congregations of Chriſtians, among 
whom theſe diſcourſes may happen to fall, and over 
whom the Author preſides as Meſſenger, may receive 
ſome ſatisfation in the peruſal of them, —that they may 
| contend in the ſnirit of meekneſs and love, for the prin» 
3 ciples, doctrines, and duties of Chriſtianity, and hold- 
the beginning of their confidence firm unto the end, 
is the prayer of the Editor. 
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SERM ON, 
JOH N. VI. xxx. 


They ſaid thereſore unto him, what jign 
ſheweſt thou then, that we may ſee and 
believe thee ? what doſt thou work ? 
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\ Y HEN the fulneſs of time was come that 
God ſhould ſend forth his Son, the promiſed Mefhah, 
the Prince and Redeemer of Iſrael, and Jeſus of 
Nazareth appeared in that Charatter, it was juſt 
and reaſonable for the people to require ſome pro- 
per credentials of his divine miſſion, and good evi- 


dence that he really was the he profeſſed 
himſelf to be. 


When the Jewiſſi nation received the law by the 
hand of Moſes, they were uſed to ſigns, wonders, 
and miracles. in the land of Egypt, and in the Wil- 
derneſs; and as they were taught by Moſes, that 
that Prophet whom the Lord ſhould raiſe up among 
them, ſhould be like him, that people had reaſon 
to expect that he ſhould ſhew ſigns and miracles as 

B Moſes 
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Moſes did; therefore, when Jeſus appeared as that A 


Prophet ſent from God, the Jews had a right to aſk 

what he did to prove the truth of what he profeſſed, 

what did he work? or what ſign did he give, that 

he was that perſon and no Impoſtor. Thus far they 

acted right and rational; their fault was not, their 

requiring good evidence, but their not being ſatis- 
fied with what was abundantly ſufficient, 


To believe without good and reaſonable proof 
and evidence 1s credulity ; and not to be ſatisfied 
with ſuch evidence, is too great a proof of a preju- 
diced mind and want of candour. | 


I now proceed to ſhew, what evidence and rati- 
onal proof Jeſus of Nazazeth gave that he was the 


Chriſt of God. 


I. He fulfilled the prophetic charafter of the 
_ Meſhuah. 
| | II. The nature, purity, goodneſs and excel- 
| lency of his doctrine was an evidence that he was 
no Impoſtor. 

III. To this is to be added, his unſpotted and ex- 
emplary character, ſhining and divine like his do- 
Qrine. 

IV. Likewiſe the powerful teſtimony, and a- 
wakening evidence of miracles, 
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I. I am to obſerve, that Jeſus fulfilled the pro- 
phetic character of the Meſhah. 


Here it is ſufficient only to mention, that ſuch a 
perſon as Meſa the Prince was to come, accord- 
ing to Moſes and the Prophets, and was therefore 
the general expeQtation of the euiſi nation: But 
what we are more particularly concerned with is the 
ſeveral circumſtances relative to the character of 
the Meſſiah, and how they were fulfilled in the mw 
ſon of Jeſus. And 

1ſt The time when this Meſſiah the Prince was 
to appear was pointed out ſo plain, that the Fews 
looked for him to appear about the time Jeſus was 
born; they knew very well, that the time pointed 
out by Daniel was expiring, Dan. ix. 24. and, as Sir 
Jjaac Newton and others have obſerved, that tho' 
there have been different calculations of the ſaid 
time by ſeveral perſons, and in different methods, 
yet the end will be near that time. Another cir- 
cumſtance pointing out the time was, that this per- 
ſon was to come before all rule and pow'r was depar- 
ted from Judah, Gen. xlix. 10. And it is well known 
all rule and power was not departed from Juda for 
ſome years after the coming or death of Jeſus ; 
but they had an authoritative and an executive pow- 
er, as appears Fohn xviii. 3 1. Adds xxiv. 6, 7. They 
gave Saul power and authority to bring Chriſtians 

B 2 bound 


8 1 

bound to Jeruſalem: they condemned and executed 
Stephen. Alſo the regal or kingly power was not 
wholly departed from Judah, for it was obſerved, 
that King Agrippa ( Son to Herod Agrippa) whom 
St. Paul almoſt perſwaded to be a Chriſtian, was 
God's anointed and of Fudah's tribe. Another 
circumſtance of time was, that he was to come dur- 
ing the time of the ſecond temple. Haggai ii. 7. 
& c. This temple was glorified by the preſence of 
Jeſus, and the glorious goſpel he preached in it. 
And it is well known, that the deſolation of the tem- 
ple and city of Jeruſalem followed ſoon after. 


2, Not only the time when, but alſo the place 
where, the Meſſiah was to make his appearance, 
was pointed out. Mica v. 2. The Jewi/h Prieſts 
and Scribes underſtood this ſo well, that without 
heſſitation they told Herod, that Bethlehem of Judea 
was the place where Chriſt ſhould be born. Matt. 


A. g. 


Accordingly it is not only recorded, that Jeſus 
was born at Bethlehem the city of David, Luke ii. 7. 
but alſo at ſo public a time, and on ſo particular an 
occaſion, that it might be preſerved in the records 
both of Jews and Romans, 


3. Likewiſe this circumſtance of Jeſus being 


born, when Joſeph and Mary went up to the city of 
| David 
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David, to be taxed, or enrolled, very evidently 

ſhews that he came of the Tribe of Judah, of the 

Stem of Jeſſe according to the Prophets. It is al- 

lowed there might be other perſons born at Beth- 

lehem, of the Tribe of Judah, and of the family of 
David, and alſo near that time; but this was a parti- 

cular circumſtance neceſſary to be fulfilled, and 

had it not evidently been fo fulfilled, it would have 

been a ſtronger objection, and a more unanſwer- 

able argument againſt Jeſus being the Chriſt of God, 

than ever the enemies of chriſtianity have been 

able to find; but theſe things were ſo plain, that 
neither the Rabbies among the Jews then, nor the 

enemies of the chriſtians in ſucceeding ages, could 

find any fault with, — 


There are ſeveral other circumſtances relative 
to the prophetic character of the Meſſiah, very par- 
ticularly fulfilled in the perſon of Jeſus, ſuch as his 
quiet and peaceable diſpoſition, he ſtirred up no 
{edition—he raiſed no tumult like an impoſtor, fatal 
xlii. 2, 3. He ſhall not cry, nor lift up, nor cauſe 
his voice to be heard in the ſtreet. A bruiſed read 
| ſhall he not break: and the ſmoking flax ſhall he 
not quench. Alſo the kind and affable, the be- 
nign and comfortable nature of his doctrine. 1/aiak 
Ix. 1, 2. lv. 1, &c. To this may be added the mi- 
nute, but very remarkable circumſtance, that this 
king che Mefiah ſhould come juſt and having ſalva- 

tion 
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tion, lowly, and riding upon an aſs, and upon a 
colt, the foal of an aſs, Zech. ix. 9g. And alſo that 
very particular predidtion of his being ſold for thirty 
pieces of Silver, and that caſt to the potter, Zech. 
xi. 12, 13. ſo exactly correſponding with the ac- 
count given, Maith. xxvi. 15. & xxvii. g, 7, 8, 9, 
10. To add no more, that he ſhould be cut off, or 
die by the hand of violence, but not for himſelf, 
who was a righteous and innocent perſon, but for 
others, to make his ſoul an offering for ſin, and 
to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs. 


Now here is one open ſeries of prediQtions rela- 
tive to the Meſſiah, from firſt to laſt, and from his 
appearing unto his death: and it is no material ob- 
jection, that ſomething like it has happened to ſome 
other perſons in ſome ſingular inſtance; for ſince 
they have all with juſt propriety been fulfilled in 
the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, and it has never been 
made appear, that ever they were ſo fulfilled in any 
other perſon, nor any thing like it; it muſt remain 
an evidence and ſtrong preſumptive proof, that 


Jeſus muſt certainly be the Chriſt of God, 


II. We now come to conſider, the nature, purity, 
excellency and goodneſs of the dodtine of Jeſus 
Chriſt, as an evidence that he was no impoſter. 


1ſt. The doctrine the Bleſſed Jeſus taught his diſ- 
ciples, was quiet and peaceable, mild and gentle, 
4 | meek, 


* 


6 ] 


meek, humble and condeſcending, quite the re- 
verſe of every ſordid purpoſe, or finiſter deſign ; 
admirably adapted to calm boiſterous paſſions, lower 
towering pride, and mortify ambition; when his 
ſervants ſhewed any ſign of wortd!y-mindedneſs or 
thirſt for power and preeminence, he corretted 
their miſtake, and ſhewed them the abſolute neceſ- 
ſity of humility. by the ſetting a little child before 
them: And lo far from giving any the leaſt encou- 
ragement to ſedition or diſobedience to magiſtrates, 
he refuſ-d not to pay tribute himſelf, but taught 
the people to render to Czfar the things which were 
Cefars, as well as unto God the things, which are 
Gods. This was not the method of impoſtors, this 
was not the way to fit his followers for the carrying 
on a plot or any worldly deſign, this was not a likely 
way for him to be made a King of this world; but 
it was the way to ſhew that his deſign was to build 
up a ſpiritual kingdom of righteouſneſs and peace. 


2dly As our Bleſſed Lord taught his Diſciples to 
live a quiet and peaceable life, and to obey magi- 
ſtrates, ſo alſo the Image of God, the parent of na- 
ture, did remarkably ſhine in thoſe leſſons of friend- 
lineſs, univerſal love and benignity to all man- 
kind. Love was to be the diſtinguiſhing character 
of his people, and there were very great reaſons 
for them to love one another ; but yet their love 


and good will was not to be confined to the houſhold 
of 


1 
1 J 
of faith, but their neighbour was allo to be re- 
garded, and to enjoy the benefit and comfort of 
their love. But this good will, love, and compaſſion 
was yet nobly to be extended further, the moſt un- 
grateful and undeſerving claims a part of our good 
offices; our enemies, nay, though they perſecute 
or diſpitefully uſe us, we are to love them, pray for 
them, feed them, and from the heart forgive them. 
Sure a doctrine ſo excellent in its nature, ſo power- 


fully promoting the good and happineſs of all man- 


kind, ſo diſintereſted and divine, is worthy of its 
great author, and has ſufficient internal evidence 
that it is from above. 


2dly, To all this it is neceſſary to add, that the 
worſhip of God, recommended in the goſpel, is ſuch 
as is moſt agreeable to the molt noble conceptions 
we can form of the Deity ; it is not to conſiſt in 
merely outward or oftentatious forms and appear- 
ances, but ſuch as worſhip God, muſt worſhip him 
in ſpirit and in truth. It is to go to him as our Hea- 
venly Father, the ſountain of all good, to adore him 
for his rich bounty, to give thanks for the mercies 
and bleſſings we receive, and to pray for the ſupply 
of our wants, for our preſervation from all evil, for 


the increaſe of the kingdom of righteouſneſs, and 
common happineſs of mankind. Such pious and de- 


vout worſhip of the God of our life, is becoming 
reaſonable beings to perform, and the divine Be- 
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ing to accept; it tends to raiſe in the mind a warm 
and grateful ſenſe of the Divine bounty and good- 
neſs to us, it enlivens our dependence on him, pre- 
pares us better to value his favours, and make the 
moſt ſuitable uſe of his bleſſings: This therefore 
renders us the more meet objects of his regard, 
and fits us better for the receiving of his 2 
than otherwiſe we ſhould be. 


Ach. Likewiſe the precepts and duties of the goſ- 
pel are unexceptionably great and good, not only 
with regard to that peaceable and quiet deportment, 
generous and benevolent diſpoſition obſerved be- 
fore, but alſo, this great preacher of righteouſneſs 
taught the neceſſity of the regulation of all the paſ- 
ſions, taking up the croſs, mortifying ſinful and 
hurtful luſts, an earneſt deſire after righteouſneſs 
and goodneſs of life, a meek condeſcending ſpirit, 
and purity of heart, to do unto others as we reaſon- 
ably ſhould defire they would do unto us ; beſides 
the ſhining moral excellencies, the doQrine of Jeſus 
Chriſt encumbers us with no external rites, aſſiſts 
us with a few. Theſe are not calculated for of- 
tentation and parade, nor to burden us with uſe- 
leſs ceremonies; but are well and wiſely adapted to 
anſwer a worthy end, in our ſolemn and fpiritual 
engagement, and to encourage a comfortable fel- 
lowſhip together. Such is the nature of the Code 
of laws, or doftrine of Jeſus Chriſt, one compleat 

O ſyſtem 
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ſyſtem of morality, ethicks, and religion, admirably 
fitted to refine and improve human nature, enlarge 
the underſtanding, ſweeten the affections, and pu- 
rify the heart. It may be obſerved, that there were 
ſome very wile and juſt remarks made on the follies 
of mankind, and ſome fine things ſaid to promote 
moral rectitude by the few noted Philoſophers of 
old, before Chriſtianity appeared, and theſe were 
indeed ſome degrees of light ſhining in a dark place, 
and though their ſyſtems were far from being per- 
fea and complete, yet this might be a means to pre- 
pare the minds of the thinking part of mankind to 
receive that dottrine of Jeſus Chriſt, which opened 
to men ſuch.amiable ideas of the God and Father 
of all, and afforded ſuch directions, as tended to 
raiſe human nature ſo nearly to the Divine, that 
they had great reaſon to conclude, it came from 
Heaven, and was approved of God, 


III. Another rational evidence that Jeſus Chriſt 
was no deceiver or impoſtor is, the goodneſs, purity, 
and piety, of his own life, conſiſtent with the doc- 
trine he n to others. 


| Jeſus Chriſt lived the life he taught others, hum- 
ve and lowly, never appeared to have any aſpiring 


views; when the people would have taken him by 
force to make him King, he avoided it by the only 


method by which it could be done without noile 
| and 


4 
1 
* 
? : 
4 
be 
2 is 
9 


L 5.1 

and tumult, and thereby gave proof that his deſire 
was not after that, which would have been of all 
others the objett of an impoſtor. As he taught his 
Diſciples quietneſs and a ſubmiſſive diſpoſition, ſo 
he lived himſelf, ſo far from enriching himſelf by 
the bounty, or ſpoil of others, that he ſuffered him- 
ſelf to be deſtitute of even the comfortable accom- 
modations of human life; the foxes have their holes, 
and the birds of the air have their neſts, but the Son 
of Man had not where to lay his head. And as he 
had no worldly deſigns to carry on, ſo his generous 
ſoul was equally deſirous to promote the good and 
happineſs of mankind in common, the poor as well 
as the rich were in his beneficence equally ſharers, 
and had the goſpel preached to them. 


2dly. Alſo our Lord praQtiſed that real and unaf- 
feted piety and reſignation himſelf as he taught 
others, and ſhewed that obedience to the precepts 
and duties of religion which he recommended to 
his followers: at the ſame time he highly condemn- 
edand blamed the fooliſh ſuperſtitution, hypocriſy, 


and oſtentation of the prevailing religion of that 


time : he gave a worthy example, in his own 


perſon, of that rational and real Piety, which only 
can be acceptable to the Father of Spirits. He at- 
tended public worſhip at the ſtated ſeaſons and there 
ſhewed that theſe were the moſt proper ſeaſons, for 
atts of mercy, benevolence, and compaſſion one to- 
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wards another. His prayers were, not to be pub- 
licly taken notice of in the corners of the ſtreets, 
but retired from common obſervation, earneſt, for- 
giving, excuſing, and praying for his moſt violent. 
and cruel enemies, perfectly reſigning himfelf to the 
will of his heavenly Father, and ſtoop'd to thoſe ex- 
ternal duties, which was fulfilling of righteouſneſs. 


adly. To his Piety we may add his goodneſs and 
God-like benevolence, this unconquerable benevo- 
lence appeared with unſullied luſtre on every oc- 
caſion, he went about doing good, his converſe with 
mankind conſiſted in a ſcene of friendlineſs and uſe- 
ful offices, he was the friend of the oppreſſed, the 
kind relief of the infirm, and cauſed the widows 
heart to ſing for joy. Whatſoever ungrateful re- 
turns he met with, or whatever inſults he received, 
however his doctrine was oppoſed, or his character 
reproached, he ſtill remained the ſame; noble, great 
and good was the temper and habit of his mind; fuch 
as were ready to take vengeance on their enemies, 
knew not their own ſpirit, nor his: when perſons 
ſtubbornly oppoſed him, and rejected his doftrine, 


he was grieved for the hardneſs of their hearts. 


When Feruſalem had received fo much grace in 
vain, and abuſed fo many mercies as filled up the 
meaſure of their iniquity, and made themſelves veſ- 
ſels of wrath, how was the benevolent redeemer af- 
feed with their deplorable ſtate ! How did he be- 
wall 


1 
wail their infatuation! He beheld the City, — he 
wept over it. 


Such was the life of the bleſſed Jeſus, ad- 
mirable and ſhining his character, attraQting his ex- 
ample of humility and peace, piety and unaffected 
religion, friendlineſs and benevolence ; in the whole 
a complete ſyſtem of moral reftitude, goodneſs and 
greatneſs of mind ; ſuch was the doftrine he taught, 
than which nothing could be further from any ap- 
pearance, or ſign of deception or impoſture, but on 
the contrary every rational mark and internal evi- 
dence manifeſted that it was of God. 


IV. We now come to conſider the powerful and 
awakening teſtimony of miracles, to prove that this 
divine perſon and doQtrine did realy and in truth 
come from God, 


Tho' ſome perſons affett to ſpeak lightly of mira- 
cles in general, as fit for none but fools, or perſons 
of eaſy credulity, yet it is poſſible ſuch perſons might 
appear wiſer by conſidering, that the ſeeing of mira- 
cles might have a ſurprizing effect upon themſelves. 
It is granted, that no miracles can prove a doftrine 
to be good, which is in it's nature bad and corrupt, 
no more than a good dodtrine can prove a miracle 
to be real, which is not ſo. Yet notwithſtanding 
when a dottrine is in it ſelf good and worthy of 
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coming from God, and miracles are wrought in 
favour of that doctrine, this is an additional evi. 
dence that it is from God, and this is all the evi- 


dence the nature of the thing is capable of, and] 


therefore all that can in reaſon be required in order 
to be aſſented to, and One upon, as the truth 


and will of God. 


And the miracles which were performed by Jeſus 
Chriſt, will (I am perſwaded) appear to be a power- 
ful atteſtation of his divine miſſion, conſidered in 
the following light. 


iſt. The miracles wrought by Jeſus Chriſt, were 
many, not confined to a few inſtances, which might 
have been ſuſpected. The great number of his 
miracles occaſioned many to believe on him, for 
this was one thing they expected of the Meſſiah; 
and therefore ſaid, When Chriſt cometh, will he do 
more miracles than theſe which this man hath done, 
John. vii. 31. This was one thing that greatly a- 
larmed his enemies, what do we, ſaid they, for this 
man doth many miracles. John. xi. 47. Had his 
miracles, tho” real, been but few in number, they 
would not have had the ſame weighty effect on the 
minds of men ; he would not have been thought 
to have exceeded many of their Prophets, which 


were before him. And doubtleſs they would not 


have failed to have ſuggeſted, that as he did but 
few 
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few mighty works, there might be ſome collufiof 
in the caſe in order to raiſe his fame and character 
as a wonder-worker. And alfo our modern Sce- 
pticks and Infidels would have exclaimed, why was 
this mighty great and good man, (who pretended fo 
much regard for the good of mankind) ſo ſpare- 
ing in his generous and beneficent acts? Why fo 
much partiality, picking and culling of objects? 
Why did he not ſhew his compaſſion to all diſ- 
treſſed objects, and ſhew his diſintereſted and uni- 
verſal benevolence, by diffuſing the bleſſings of 


comfort, healing and health to all that needed, 


where ever he came? This he did to the ſilencing 
every objection of this kind, his miracles were com- 
mon without reſpect of perſon or quality, rich or 
poor, their numbers were too great to be recorded 
in the conciſe Hiſtory of our Lords mighty works: 
the unhappy and diſtreſſed objeQs were brought to 
this great phyſician in great numbers — he healed 
them all. a | 


2dly. The miracles wrought by Jeſus Chriſt were 


not only very many, but they were various, very 
different from each other, 


Had the works of healing performed by our 
Lord, been confined to but one or two ſorts of diſ- 
orders, it probably would have been ſuggeſted that 
he might have acquired ſome particular art in thoſe 

caſes, 


[ 20 ] 
caſes, which had eſcaped the obſervation of othef 
perſons. But as his mighty works and miracles 
were ſo various and different from one another, it 
ſufficiently takes off any ſuch objection; for cer- 
tainly there could be no greater diverſity in any 
thing of this kind, than there appeared in the migh- 
ty works of Jeſus: the curing a perſon of a fever, 
and the cleanſing of a leper, were very different 
things; the cauſing the Jame to walk, and giving 
fight to the blind, or to give hearing to the deaf, and 
to reſtore a withered hand were very different 
works; nor is there any ſimilarity between the feed- 
ing of 5oo perſons with a ſmall quantity of bread, 
and the calming the tempeſtous wind, and the 
raging ſea; and yet in all theſe inſtances of his won« 
drous works, it 1s {aid to his honour, that he did 
all things well. And to theſe various mighty works 
our Lord appealed, as an evidence of his Divine 
Miſſion, that he was the perſon which was to come. 
He faid, go and ſhew John again thoſe things, 
which ye do hear and ſee: The blind receive their 
fight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleanſed, 
and the deaf hear, the dead are raiſed up, and the 
poor have the goſpel preached to them. Mart. ii. 


4.5 


gdly. The miracles of ſeſus Chriſt were occular, 
not performed in an obſcure and dark manner, 


but 


E 
| but moſt commonly in the open and public view 
of mankind, and plain to the eyes of men, 


Had our Lords Miracles been in common per- 
formed in darkneſs and a private manner, or the 
perſons he healed, been only his own followers, or 
the caſes not ſuffered to be inſpe&ed, or examined 
into, then there would have been reaſon to ſuppoſe 
there was ſome fraud or deceit in the caſe, but it 
was quite otherwiſe. Many of his Miracles were 
performed in the open ſight of men in the moſt 
public manner, before friends and enemies. The 
man whoſe hand was withered, was in the Syna- 
gogue, before the Scribes, they knew his caſe, for 
they watched Jeſus, whether he would heal on the 
Sabbath day, the man ſtretched forth his hand, and 
was kealed in their fight, they could find no 
fault in the work, but objetted againſt the time. 
Luke vi. 6. When perſons were Leprous, it muſt 
be evident to the ſight of others that they were ſo, 
and alſo as evident when they were cleanſed ; alſo 
when a man was known to have been born blind, 
and our Lord opened his eyes, the people muſt be 
judges by their own eye ſight, whether the man 
could ſee, or not, there was no room for fraud and 
cheating in ſuch caſes, they were plain and clear, 
no juggling or ſlight of hand tricks would do ſuch 
things; here therefore was ocular evidence, that 
he worked real Miracles and was no Impoſtor. 
7 D Athly, 


| 
| 


[2] 


Athly. The Miracles of Jeſus Chriſt were great 
and ſtupendous, plain and inconteſtable, as well 
as perfect in their kind. 


It was ſaid, that when Jeſus came into his own 
country, he could there do no mighty work, ſave 
that he laid his hands on a few ſick folks, and 
healed them. The reaſon given was, becauſe of 
their unbelief. Matt. xiii. 58. and Mark vi. 5. 
Not that he had not the ſame power in that place, 
as in other places; but becauſe he had too much 
goodnels, and compaſſion on them, even under 
their wilful Infidelity, to do that which would only 
have added to their weight of guilt in rejecting him 
and his doctrine. We are alſo here to obſerve, that 
the healing a few fick folk (though a work bene- 
volent and good) was not conſidered as his mighty 
works. Yet ſure there is a great difference in the 
circumſtances and maladies of thoſe miſerable ob- 
JeQts of diſtreſs, When perſons had long groaned 
under their painful calamities, and which had baffled 
all the art of phyſicians, for them to be healed with- 
out any medicinal operation, in an inſtant, and 
by ſpeaking a word only, is no ſmall work. Again, 
to cleanſe a perſon of a ſtubborn leproſy, or to 
give ſight to one that was born blind, muſt I think, 
be looked upon as great and mighty works, and the 
man whoſe eyes were opened, argued very rationally 


in this caſe, Why herein is a marvellous thing, that 
| ye 


= Ut 


ye know not whence he is, and yethe hath opened 
mine eyes. Now we know that God heareth not 
ſinners: but if any man be a worſhipper of God, and 
doth his will, him he heareth. Since the world be- 
gan, was it not heard, that any man opened the 
eyes of one that was born blind, if this man were 
not of God, he could do nothing. John ix. 30. 
And again, it is worthy of notice, that his power 
extended not only to the healing of all even the 
moſt violent, or Chronical Diſeaſes, by a word or 
touch, but alſo at a diſtance, and without ſeeing 
the patient, ſo that he might be juſtly ſaid to be 
mighty in word and deed. Again, his power was 
not limited to the healing of Diſeaſes only, but 
alſo he could command the wind and water at his 
pleaſure, at the fight of which, the Diſciples had 
great reaſon in ſurprize to ſay, what manner of man 
is this, that even the winds and the ſea obey him! 
to our Lord's mighty works, I need only now add, 
his raiſing the dead to life, after they were known 
to have been dead a long time, were buried, or car- 
rying forth in order to be buried, than which no- 
thing can be a greater Miracle, or afford a more 
ſatisfactory evidence that he ated by the power of 
God: for as nothing leſs than the Omnipotent God 
could give being and life to man at firſt, fo it muſt 
require the ſame power to renew vital life in him 
again after his diſſolution. Upon which, I think, 
every thoughtful, candid and unprejudiced perſon, 
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would conclude with Nicodemus, that Jeſus was a 
teacher come from God; for no man could do ſuch 
Miracles as he did, except God was with him. 
John iii. 2. 


zthly, And laſtly, the Miracles Jeſus did were 
not only aſtoniſhingly great, but admirably bene. 
volent and good. 


If wicked and diabolical Spirits worked Mira- 
cles, doubtleſs they would be like the author, evil 
in their nature, and with a deſign to promote the 
kingdom of darkneſs and wickedneſs. If wicked 
and bad men had power to work Miracles, it is 
evident it could not be to promote Righteouſneſs, 
nor from a juſt regard forthe comfort and happi- 


neſs of mankind, this being contrary to their ſpirit 


and diſpoſition. So likewiſe the tricks of jugglers 
would be only Simon like, to amaze the people, 
and get a name without regarding the good conſe- 
quences of it to humanity, But the Miracles of 


the friendly and benign Jeſus were as good as they 


were great, they were acted from generous mo- 
tives, from feeling compaſſion, and tender ſympa- 
thy. He went about doing good, this was the de- 
lightful buſineſs of his life. See him meeting the 
ſolemn proceſſion, the mournful attendants, and 
throbbing Widow, who had loſt her Son, her only 
Son: he, beholding with compaſſion, and feeling 

for 


E 


for her woe, ſaith unto her, weep not - he touched 
the bier—the dead ſat up, and the Widow's tears 


were turned to Joy. Luke vii. 


Again, how divinely bright did this heavenly 
teacher appear once and again in the wilderneſs ? 
There he fed the Souls of a numerous audienc 
with the bread of life, opening unto them the hea- 
venly doftrines of Salvation, and the love of God: 
and from motives of goodneſs and compaſſion to 
human weakneſs, worked a Miracle for the ſeaſon- 
able refreſhment of their bodies. compare Mat. 
xiv. 14. and xv. 32. Mark vi. 34. and viii. 1. 
Luke ix. 11. In ſhort, his numberleſs Miracles 
(excepting very few) were of the moſt uſeful kind, 
proceeding from a generous and god-like princi- 
ple of benevolence and love. And thus having 
finiſhed his Miniſterial office with a true dignity 
worthy of his high character as the Son of Cod; 
from the ſame principle of love and goodneſs to 
mankind, and to anſwer that great end for which 
he came into the world, he gave up himſelf for 
us, to die for our Sins, and to purchaſe Eternal 
Redemption for us, with his own moſt precious 
blood. 


Now from this brief view given above, of the 
evidence our Lord gave, that he was the Chriſt, 


I think our faith in him, and our dependance upon 
| him 


L 26 J 
him as ſuch, ſtands upon a juſt, ſolid, and rational 
foundation; as far as I can conceive, he com- 
pleted every part of his character, and was wanting 
in nothing that ſhould have been found in him. 
He fulfilled with propriety every part of his pro- 
phetic Character, without which he would have 
had no claim to the title of Meſſian the prince, but 
in the doing which, he ſtood fair to open his divine 
Miſſion; this he did by teaching a dottrine holy 


and pure, benevolent and good, ſpiritual and di- 


vine, ſuch as ſhould be expected to come from 
God. And his own life was a ſhining comment 
upon his doctrine, and proved the honeſty and ſin- 
cerity of his profeſſion, Nothing now was further 
wanting to prove beyond all reaſonable doubt, that 
he was the Chriſt which was to come, and to prove 


his divine Miſſion, but the powerful and ftriking 


evidence of Miracles: of theſe he gave more abun- 
dant and various inſtances than ever any man be- 
fore did, open and plain to friends and enemies, 
ſtupendous in their nature, divinely good and bene- 
volent to men, each of thoſe particular parts of his 
condutt ſpeak very highly in his favour, taken 
ſeparately, but to take them unitedly in connection 
together, they form a complete view of what 
might be expected from him, and exhibit all that 
proof and evidence neceſſary to be given, all that 
a reaſonable man can require, or that the nature of 
the caſe would admit of, that that Jeſus of Nazareth 
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is certainly the Chriſt of God ; for never man 


ſpake, never man lived, never man did like this 


man, 


SERMON, II 


2. PETER. I. xvi. 


For we have not followed cunningiy deviſed 
Huables. 


- 
* 
* 


He ING in my former diſcouiſe given an 
abſtract view of the evidences which our Lord 


gave in his own perſon, that he was the Chriſt of 


God; I now proceed to ſhew the great and ſuffi- 
cient evidence that we have of the reſurrection of. 
Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, and the true and faith- 
ful continuance of his doarine, 
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As the prejudiced Jews could think of but one 
way to evade the force of evidence, that Jeſus was 
the Chriſt, by his reſurreftion from the dead; It 
will be ſufficient for me briefly to take notice of 
the abſurdities, which this pretence carries in the 
very face of it: viz that his diſciples ſhould take away 


the body of Jeſus, out of the Sepulchre while the 


ſoldiers ſlept. 


Jeſus being now- given up into the hands of his 
enemies to crucify, and to put him to death, no 
doubt but they would take effectual care of that 
part. The Jewiſh Rulers then go to Pilate for a 


guard over the Sepulchre, — it is granted, I ſup- 


poſe as many ſoldiers as they pleaſed, for they 
were to make it as ſure as they could; — the ſol- 
diers are taught to ſay, they ſlept upon their watch ; 


yet they knew how the body of Jeſus was taken a- 


way, and by whom, tho' they ſlept all the time. 
But beſides this abſurdity at firſt ſight, I ſuppole 


no man, that ever read with what good order and 


ſtrict diſcipline the Roman ſoldiers were governed 
at that time, can ever believe that they ſhould all 
ſleep at a time upon their watch. Neither were 
the diſciples in any diſpoſition for ſuch an attempt, 
had it been praQticable : moſt of them deſerted 
their Lord when he was betrayed, — when he was 
dead their hope was fo too, they ſaid. © We truſt- 


ed it had been he which ſhould have redeemed I- 
| 1ael,” 
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-rael.” Luke xxiv. 21. Or had they been ſo hardy 
as to make ſo ſtrange an attempt, what probability 
could there be of ſucceeding ? could they think of 
finding this guard of armed ſoldiers all ſleeping ? 
or if they were, the work was not to be done in an 
inſtant, rolling away the great ſtone, and taking out 
the body, muſt take ſome time, and be attended 
with ſome buſtle and noiſe, the leaſt of which might 
fruſtrate their deſign, and bring deſtruttion on 
themſelves. And after all, what view could they 
have in this dangerous affair ? they could not think 
of his working more Miracles when he was dead ; 
they could not ſhew him to the people for a living 
man, when he was a dead corps; they could not 
make a king of a dead man ;—they could make no 
other uſe of him but to bury him again. 


But though this inconſiſtent ſtory could be no 
argument againſt Chriſtianity, yet I conſider it as a 
very good one for it, for it ſtands as an irrefragable 
proof of the miſerable diſtreſs the Jewiſh rulers 
were under, to find any plauſible pretence for de- 
nying the reſurreCtion of Jeſus. I proceed now to 
the evidences which we have of the reſurrection of 
Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, and the continuance 


of his doctrine, and this 1 ſhall attempt in the fol- 


lowing method. 


I. I ſhall ſhew that the apoſtles were credible 


witneſſes, who could not be impoſed upon them- 
| E ſelves, 
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ſelves, nor deceived with regard to the reſur- 
reQion of Chriſt, or his de. 
11. They were faithful whaolſes, who had nei- 
ther power, nor could they have any intereſt, or 
deſign, to impoſe on others. 


II. That the fame doQrrine which Chriſt, and 
his apoſtles at firſt preached in Fudea, is faithfully 
conveyed down to our time in the books of the 


holy ſcriptures. 


I. I am to ſhew that the apoſtles were credible 
witneſſes, who could not be impoſed upon them- 
ſelves,” or deceived with regard to the reſurrettion 
of Chriſt, or his doctrine. 5 


In order that the apoſtles ſhould be ſuch credible 
witneſſes as might be depended upon, it muſt be 
neceſſary for them to have had inconteſtable evi- 
dence and ocular proof, that the ſame identical per- 
fon of Jeſus, with whom they had lived, and whom 
they had known to have been dead and buried, was 
alive again.— This evidence they had abundantly, 
they had been his domeſtic attendants along time 
before his death, bis form, viſage, and countenance, 
his lineaments and features and his voice, vere all 
familiar to them, the PEEL: and manner of his 
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therefore when they ſaw him again after his reſur- 
rection, they could not be deceived in his perſon, 
whom they ſo perfectly knew, they could not miſ- 

ke another man for him ;——they ſaw him. 
they heard him, they eonverſed with him, —— they 
eat and drank with him, and their hands handled 
the word of life. Add to this, the times of his ſhew- 
ing of himſelf alive aſter his paſſion, were not con- 
fined to a few inſtances,” but they were many, and 
from time to time, and for the long period of forty 
days. Had he been with them but a ſhort time, or 
had his viſits been tranſient, there might have been 
more reaſon to ſuppoſe that there might be fome 
miſtake in it, but in ſuch a time as forty days that 


he was with them, they had every means, every 


advantage: of 'cool enquiry, deliberate obſervation 
and complete ſatisfaction. | 


2dly. The apoſtles were not fanciful viſionaries, 
or wild enthuſiaſts, who were prepared from ſuch 
views, to receive the tidings of their Lord's reſur- 
reflion with eagerneſs and rapture. No, ſo far from 
it, that they were diſinclined to receive the report 
even to a fault: yet even this is of uſe to us, as it 
ſtands upon record, how very careful they were not 


to be impoſed upon, in a matter of ſuch import- 
ance. When the women which were early at the 


ſepulchre returned, and informed the eleven diſci- 


ples and others, of the reſurrettion of their Lord. 
E 2 e "The 
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Their words ſeemed to them as idle tales, and 
they believed them not.” Luke xxiv. 11. And 
when he appeared unto two of his diſciples as they 
walked, ——and they returned the ſame hour unto 
Jeruſalem, and found the eleven gathered together, 
and them that were with them, ——and they told 
what things were done in the way, and how he was 


known of them in breaking of bread. Lule xxiv. 
13, 33, 35. Yet neither believed they them.” 


Mark xvi. 193. Certainly in all this there appears 


not the leaſt mark of an eaſy or an enthuſiaſtick 
credulity, in theſe witneſſes of the reſurrettion of 


Chrift ; but all the appearance of ſober, candid per- 


ſons, who would have complete evidence before 
they aſſented, even to a pleaſing and intereſting 


truth. St. Matthew informs us that ſome doubt- 


ed” Matt. xxviii. 17, And I think it would be 
no impropriety to ſay they all did, though ſome did 


longer than others, becauſe they had not the ſame 


evidence fo ſoon; for I find not one of them be- 
lieved, before he had ſome occular proof of the 
fact. And it is a very remarkable account St. Luke 
gives us of the diſpoſition of the diſciples, and their 
warineſs, that when the Lord appeared unto them, 
They believed not for joy.” Luke xxiv. 41. The 
ſightof their Lord when he was riſen again, muſt 
neceſſarily be extremely pleaſing and agreeable, yet 
they were, even then very cautious, leſt their ſud- 


den tranſport ſhould overcome their ſaber reaſon. 
15:6 3 From 


= = 


From this ſhort account (to-which much more 
might be added) I think it ſufficiently appears, 
that the Apoſtles were candid, ſober, unbiafſed 
men; and that they had all neceſſary and demon- 
ſtrative evidence of the reſurrection of Jefus Chriſt 
from the dead: and therefore, as ſuch, are to be 
relied and depended upon as credible witnefles, 
who were not, or could not, be impoſed upon in 
this affair. | 


gdly. I now come to obſerve, that the Apoſtles 
were not only qualified and proper witneſſes of the 
reſurreRion of their Lord, but were likewiſe every 
way qualified, and credible witneſſes of his will and 


dottrine, 


They were his conſtant and familiar, his inti- 
mate and domeſtic attendants for years together ; 
in conſequence of which they had all the advantage 
of his public miniſtrations, and thereby were qua- 
lified to form in their minds, a proper ſyſtem of his 
doftrine, much better than others who heard him 
but at certain times, or on ſome particular ſubjetts 
and occaſions. They had alſo the advantage of 
private opportunities to aſk their maſter to explain 
ſuch things as appeared to them dark and obſcure, 
and he was ready fo to do, in all things that con- 
cerned them to know; and would ſometimes aſk 


them, if they underſtood him, in order that their 
minds 


= I M3 
minds might be ſtored, with a clear and compre- 
henfive ſenſe of his doQtrine, as ſcribes who in due 


time were to bring it again out of their treaſure, 


and deliver it to others alſo. Theſe were great 
advantages which the apoſtles bad, for a. clear 
underſtanding of their doctrine, during the time 


of his miniſtry. Again, it is allo to be obſerved, 


that after his reſurreQion, he employed a great 
part of the forty days that he abode with them, 
in giving them inftrutions, and “ ſpeaking to 
them of the things pertaining to the kingdom of 
God.” Ads i. 3. He promiſed them allo, that 
after his departure, the; comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghoſt, ſhould be ſent unto them, and that he 
ſhould teach them all things, and bring all things to 
their remembrance, whatſoever he had ſaid unto 
them.” John xiv. 26. and xvi. 7,—13. And he 
likewife commanded them to, tarry at Jeruſalem 
until they were endued with power from on high. 
Luke xxiv. 49. And this promiſe was admirably 
fulfilled, about ten days after the aſcenſion of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; to the ſurpriſe and amazement of the many 
thouſands of Jews who came from the wide nations 
of the world, to worſhip at Feruſalem at the feaſt 
of Pentecoſt. Adds ii. &c. 


The apoſtles having now, every neceſſary means 
of light information, and inſtruttion into the mind, 
will, and dodtrine of their Lord; they were credi- 
ble 
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ble witneſſes of it, and perſons ſufficiently qualified 
to teach it perfeQly to others alſo. 


It may be objeted, there was one (St. Paul) 
who was the moſt active and laborious apoſtle of 
them all, who had not thoſe advantages which the 
others had, as he was born out of due time.” 


I cannot conceive that this inſtance, can be any 
diſadvantage to the credit of Chriſtianity, but when 
we conſider the remarkable circumſtances attend- 
ing his extraordinary converſion, it will appear ra- 
ther, as an additional evidence in favour of it. 


The account we have of St. Paul in ſhort is this: 
he was a native of the city of Tarſus, and educated 
at Jeruſalem at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught in 
the moſt perfect manner the Jewiſh law.— He was 
a zealous Phariſee, and a hot bigot againſt the 
Chriſtians, and being exceedingly mad againſt them, 
he perſecuted them even to ſtrange cities: for he 
thought in himſelf, that he-ought to do many things 
contrary to the name of Jeſus of Nazareth, In 
conſequence of which, himſelf defired letters of the 
high prieſt to Damaſcus, that if he found any chriſ- 
tians there, he might bring them bound to Feru- 
falem :—he received his authority and went. But 
when he came nigh to Damaſcus, at midday he ſaw 
in n the way a light from Heaven, above the. bright- 

| neſs 
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neſs of the Sun, ſhining round about him and them 
that were with him, under which ſudden ſurprize 
they all fell to the earth; when to his yet greater 
aſtoniſhment he heard a voice ſaying unto him, 
Saul, Saul why perſecuteſt thou me? and when the 
men that journied with him, had recovered them- 
ſelves fo far as to ſtand up, they ſtood ſpeechleſs, 
they heard the ſound of the voice, though not ſo as 
to underſtand that it was a voice of words ſpoken, 
And after.Jefus Chriſt had declared to him who he 
was, and directed him what he ſhould do. He 
then opened unto him the grand and benevolent 
deſign of his calling him in ſo extraordinary a 
manner, ſaying, for this purpoſe have I appeared 
unto thee, to make thee a miniſter and a witneſs, 
both of theſe things which thou haſt ſeen, and of 


thoſe things in the which I will appear unto thee ; | 


delivering thee from the People and from the Gen- 
tiles, unto whom now I ſend thee. To open their 
eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to light, and 
from the power of ſatan unto God, that they may 
receive forgiveneſs of ſins, and inheritance among 
them which are ſandtified, by faith that is in me. 


Nov from this account of St. Paul, and the cir- 
cumſtances of his converſion, I obſerve firſt, that 
he was a perſecator upon principle and from zeal. 
His going to Damaſcus was by his own defire, he 


was not ſent like 7oab to number the people, con- 
trary 
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trary to his own inclination ; therefore was not 


likely to contrive this ſtory of an heavenly light and 
revelation. to excuſe the negled of his office. Again, 
its to be obſerved he had men with him, (how many 
we know not, but moſt probable not a few, to aſ- 
ſiſt him in bringing his priſoners to Jeruſalem) and 
it does not appear that they turned to be Chriſtians 
upon it ; but they were witneſſes, whether St. Paul's 
account was true or not. And doubtleſs they were 
called upon by the rulers to give an account of this 
affair. Though theſe men knew not the voice of 
words ſpoken, yet they knew whether they heard 
any thing; whether there was any ſuch heavenly 
light, whether they were all ſtriken down to the 
earth on that account, or whether Paul was blind, 
and fo led by the hand to Damaſcus : now had this 
not been inconteſtable matter of fa, the apoſtle 
would never boldly have alledged it, as he did in 
his own defence, before the Jewiſh council, Acts 
xxii. who muſt have known the impoſture, had 
there been any; and would not have failed to have 
made a good uſe of it, as it was a capital crime, 
and made death by the law of Moſes. Deut. xviii, 
20. Or when they arraigned him in a judicial form, 
before the Roman court, they would have had their 
witneſſes with them, and proved him to be an im- 
poſtor of the firſt rate. This would have been mat- 
ter of importance, and a fine topick for Tertullus to 
have harangued upon, much better than to charge 
him with being a peſtilent fellow, a mover of 
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nels of the Sun, ſhining round about him and them 
that were with him, under which ſudden ſurprize 
they all fell to the earth; when to his yet greater 


aſtoniſhment he heard a voice ſaying unto him, 
Saul, Saul why perſecuteſt thou me ? 'and when the 


men that journied with him, had recovered them- 


ſelves fo far as to ſtand up, they ſtood ſpeechleſs, 
they heard the ſound of the voice, though not ſo as 
to underſtand that it was a voice of words ſpoken, 
And after.Jefus Chriſt had declared to him who he 
was, and directed him what he ſhould do. He 
then opened unto him the grand and benevolent 
deſign of his calling him in ſo extraordinary a 
manner, ſaying, for this purpoſe have I appeared 
unto thee, to make thee a miniſter and a witneſs, 


both of theſe things which thou haſt ſeen, and of 


thoſe things in the which I will appear unto thee ; 
delivering thee from the People and from the Gen- 
tiles, unto whom now I ſend thee. To open their 
eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to light, and 
from the power of ſatan unto God, that they may 


receive forgiveneſs of fins, and inheritance among 


them which are ſandtified, by faith that is in me. 


Now from this account of St. Paul, and the cir- 
cumſtances of his converſion, I obſerve firſt, that 
he was a perſecator upon principle and from zeal. 
His going to Damaſcus was by his own defire, he 


was not ſent like Joa to number the people, con- 
trary 
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trary to his own inclination ; therefore was not 


likely to contrive this ſtory of an heavenly light and 
revelation.to excuſe the negled of his office. Again, 
its to be obſerved he had men with him, (how many 
we know not, but moſt probable not a few, to aſ- 
fiſt him in bringing his priſoners to Jeruſalem) and 
it does not appear that they turned to be Chriſtians 
upon it ; but they were witneſſes, whether St. Paul's 
account was true or not. And doubtleſs they were 
called upon by the rulers to give an account of this 
affair. Though theſe men knew not the voice of 
words ſpoken, yet they knew whether they heard 
any thing; whether there was any ſuch heavenly 
light, whether they were all ſtriken down to the 
earth on that account, or whether Paul was blind, 
and fo led by the hand to Damaſcus : now had this 
not been inconteſtable matter of fact, the apoſtle 
would never boldly have alledged it, as he did in 
his own defence, before the Jewiſh council, Acts 
xxii. who muſt have known the impoſture, had 
there been any; aud would not have failed to have 
made a good uſe of it, as it was a capital crime, 
and made death by the law of Moſes. Deut. xviii, 
20. Or when they arraigned him in a judicial form, 
before the Roman court, they would have had their 
witneſſes with them, and proved him to be an im- 
| poſtor of the firſt rate. This would have been mat- 
ter of importance, and a fine topick for Tertullus to 
have harangued upon, much better than to Charge 
him with being © a peſtilent fellow, a mover of 
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ſedition, or a ring: leader among the Chriſtians, 


who went about to prophane the temple.” A 
xxiv. 5, 6. The firſt and laſt of which they could 
not maintain, and the other was of little conſe- 
quence to the Roman judge: but not a word of 
his impoſture. Hence then, the account of his ex- 
traordinary Converſion ſtands fair and unim- 
peached. Alſo the thing itſelf appears worthy of 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of God: So to call a 
petſon of ſuch intrepidity and zeal, to a work ſo 
dangerous and laborious, as the preaching of the 
goſpel among the Gentiles and Idolatrous nations 
was. For the account given of this grand and in- 


tereſting affair, was not, that from a mere partial. 


regard to the perſon of Paul, that he was called in 
fo ſingular and powerful a manner. No, but for a 
much more noble and glorious deſign; i. e. to pro- 
mote the common happineſs of mankind, by turn 
ing them from darkneſs to light, and from the power 
of in to Gon, that they might be ſaved, * 


** to this end, Jeſus appeared umo St. Buuf 
perſonally, after his aſcenſion ſeveral times, and 


was to preach. Upon the whole, I think, if we at- 
tend to all the circumſtances, and the deſign of this 
extraordinary converſion of St. Paul, it will appear 


at leaſt, à very good collateral evidence ſor oy 


wo of dot 1 
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gave him complete inſtruttions into the doftrine he 
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II. I now proceed to ſhew, that the Apoſtles 


were faithful witneſſes, who could have no intereſt 
or deſign, neither had they power to Ms on 


others. 


aſt. If the Apoſtles were crafty and deſigning 
men, who intended to deceive, let us take a view 


of what proſpett they could bave in ſo extravagant. 


an attempt: in order to this let us balance the ac- 
count of the gain and loſs, which muſt appear evi» 


dently before their eyes. As to their gain, if be- 
yond every rational hope they could ſucceed, fo far 


as to gain any conſiderable party to their fide, by 


thoſe Diſciples indeed they might be admired, 
eſteemed or careſſed, they might ſometimes eat of 
their bread, and drink of their cups, or be lodged 
in their houſes, be eſteemed the heads of the party, 
and the firſt builders of their churches, they might 
be conſidered as very remarkable perſons while they 
lived, and their name might live when they were 
dead, as the authors of a new religion. Admirable 
indeed! But let us ſee the contraſt, 


They muſt ſet out under every diſadvantage, 


men of low education and family, without riches, 


without powerful friends to ſupport them, and no 
intereſt among the ruling powers. Againſt all this, 
how could they think of ſucceeding ? they muſt think 


that their pretentions would be very ſoon and nicely 
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examined into, and their impoſture deteQed ; and, 
being of men, be ſoon brought to nothing. Be- 
fide this, they could not be inſenſible that the 
work would be attended with great labour and diffi- 
culty; they could not underiake it for eaſe or 
pleaſure. Again, for baſe men to put on the diſa- N 


greeable reſtraint of an holy, righteous, godly, and 
virtuous life, and for ſo many to act ſuch a part 
well, and upon every trving occaſion, and for a 
long tine, was a very hazardous and diſcouraging 
affair. But, ſuppoſe them unaccountably to brave 
all theſe impediments, what motive could they have 
then? not riches, the mammon of this world, no, 
their doctrine was not calculated for any thing of 
this kind. Not the honours or eſteem of the world, 
quite the reverle ; thei: Lord had told them they 
ſhould be hated of the world. in the world they # 
were to expett tribulation, in him only they could 1 
have peace Indeed they had ſeen ſufficient, in the 
recent treatment of their Lord and Maſter, to ſa- 
tisſy them of what they might expect ſrom the 
world. — Every proſpect they could have was 
againſt them. And certainly the view of contempt 
and ſhame, reproach and poverty, miſery and itripes, 
impriſonment, ſtoning and crucily ing, could be no 
deſirable things; and as there could be no prope 
of any gain or worldly advantage to balance, or 
which could bear the leaſt proportion to the loſs and 
ſufferings, they could have no motives to induce 

them 
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them to turn impoſtors and deceivers, with deſtrue. 


tion clear in view. 


edly. I now come to ſhew, that if the Apoſtles 
had been deſigning men, they could not have had 
power to impoſe on, and deceive the world in this 


affair. 


They opened their commiſſion on the ſpot (at 


Jeruſalem,) where their Lord was erucified about 
ſeven weeks before, and at a publick time, at the 
feaſt of Pentecoſt, the moſt unlikely time and place 
that could be thought of, for the opening or at- 
tempting ſuch an impoſture, there were at that time 
ſuch numbers of the Jews aſſembled together, who 
would on ſuch an intereſting affair, examine things 
to the bottom, and moſt likely, would have deteRted 
the impoſture, if there had been any, but that 
they could not, is evident; for had they diſco- 
vered any ſuch thing, it muſt certainly have cruſh- 
ed Chriſtianity in the bud, and thereby ſpoiled its 
progreſs for ever, as the cheat and impoſture would 
have been publiſhed in the diſtant nations, before 
the Apoſtles went there to preach. There were 
alſo at Jeruſalem the learned Rabbins and Scribes, 
and the grand council of the Jewiſh Elders, who 
from their unconquerable averſion, to the Apoſtles 
and their'doQrine, would leave nothing unexa- 
mined, no means untried, which might bring them, 

their 
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their conduct, or their doctrine into contempt and 


There were ſome brought before this 
great court of the Jews, and examined over and 
over, and their judges ſufficiently prejudiced againſt 
them; therefore, if there Had been any fraud or 
cheat in the affair, it is not at all likely it would 


have eſcaped them. But here it is evident no ſuch 


thing could be, for if it had, certainly their work 
mult have been over at Jeruſalem, and their pre- 
tentions and ſcheme fruſtrated in all Fudea, and the 
regions round about ; which it is evident was not 
the caſe, for they continued to preach there and 
with great ſucceſs. Again, if we could fuppoſe the 
Apoſtles to be now ſuch adept's in their profeſſion, 
and fo artful in defending of themſelves, ti at the 
court could make no diſcovery of the fraud, it is 
even then extremely hard to conceive, that they 


could have ſuch a command over an hundred and 


twenty or five hundred perſons, that not one of 
them ſhould ever (not upon any occaſion, or under 
any fear or danger,) make any diſcovery of ſuch an 
impoſture to ſave their own lives. From all which 
J think it is moſt reaſonable to conclude, that if the 
Apoſtles had been only cheats and impoſtors, they 
never could have ſucceeded in ſuch an attempt, 
and in ſo ſurpriſing a manner, as is evident both 
from the account of friends and enemies, that in a 
ſhort time the Goſpel made a great and rapid pro- 
greſs in the wide nations of the world. 


But 
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But it is yet to be added, though they could not 
be detected of any fraudulence in what they aſſer- 
ted, yet they could not have ſucceeded as they did 
by their own power or art, or any dogmatical con- 
fidence they could afſuine. Their doctrine was 
not calculated to pleaſe men, or ſooth their paſſions, 
like that of Makomet. Had the Apoſtles gone out 
into the city of 7erufalem, or into the Temple, and 
upon their word only without any other credentials, 
aſſerted that Jeſus of Nazareth who had been cruci- 
fied was alive again, that he was the redeemer of 
Ifrael, and was appointed of God to be the judge 
of quick and dead: was this likely to gain Proſe- 
lites? No, to be treated with contempt and diſre- 
gard, was the beſt uſage they eould expect. 
Their Lord knew this and therefore commanded 
them to tarry at Jeruſalem until they were en- 
dued with power from on high.” LZuke xxiv. 49.— 
They received this promiſed power on the day of 
Pentecoft ; one eminent part of which was the gift 
of tongues: a gift ſo peculiar and extraordinary in 
it's nature, ſo inconteſtably evident, and of ſuch 
utility, was certainly worthy of their Lord and Maſ- 
ter's ſending. The Apoſtles being now endued with 
this gift as well as others by the Holy Ghoſt, they- 
were heard with aſtoniſhment ; the people knew 
that they ſpake with propriety many languages, and 
they knew alſo that they * ignorant Galileans, 
who had never learned them in an ordinary way ; 
| it 
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I therefore followed that it muſt be an extraordinary 
gift, for ſome great deſign, and this prepared them 
to enquire what this ſhould mean. They being 
thus awakened to a ſober attention on the Apoſtles 
firſt preaching, the ſucceſs was anſwerable to the 
great means uſed. And without this power cr gift 
it is evident, they could not have preached the 
goſpel to nations of different languages which they 
never underſtood. | 


adly. We are further to obſerve, that the Apoſ- 
tles were faithful witnefles of Jeſus Chriſt, and his 


doctrine. c 


This part of their charafter evidences itſelf on all 
occaſions, Under the greateſt and moſt painful 
trials No threats,—No beatings, ſtripes nor 
impriſonments availed any thing ; they neither de- 
ſiſted from their preaching, nor varied in their doc- 
trine. The ſame things which they declared con- 


cerning Jeſus and his dottrine at one time, they 


did at other times, the ſame doQrine which they 


preached to the common people, they as boldly de- 
clared before the rulers. When the rulers and 
high prieſt commanded them “ not to ſpeak at all, 
nor teach in the name of Jeſus. Peter and the 
other Apoſtles, anſwered and faid, we ought to 
obey God rather than men. The God of our fa- 
thers raiſed up. Jeſus whom ye ſlew and hanged 

; on 
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dn a tree. Him hath God exalted with his right 
hand to be a Prince and Saviour, to give repent- 
ance to 1ſrael and forgiveneſs of fins, and we are 
his witneſſes of theſe things.” As v. 29, &c. 


Another proof of the Apoſtles fidelity is, that 
they were conſtant, diligent, and laborious, in the 
diſcharge of the great and important office, unto 
which they were called. As they feared no corpo- 
ral puniſhment, ſo they ſpared no bodily labour: 
they ſought no more their own eaſe, then they did 
the honours and emoluments of the world. Their 
work and labour in preaching the word, and plant- 
ing the goſpel, in ſo many diſtant, and to them un- 
known parts of the world, muſt certainly expoſe 
them to journeyings often, to many hardſhips, ſuf. 
ferings, and perils, by ſea and land, in city and 
country, to wearineſs and painfulnels, to hunger and 
thirſt, Now to endure all this fatigue and pains, 
and conſtantly to go on, and preach the ſame doc- 
trine, both the unpalatable as well as the moſt plea- 
ſing and agreeable parts of it, every where and to 
all men, muſt be a good evidence for the Apoſtles, 
and the beſt evidence that any men in the world 
could give of their fidelity, that they were faithful, 
honeſt, and true witneſſes of Jeſus Chriſt, and his 
doctrine. I now proceed to ſhew, 


III. That the ſame doftrine which was at firſt 
preached in Judea, by Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
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is faithfully conveyed down. to our time, in the 
books of the Holy Scriptures. 


1ſt. There is no appearance of any difference in 
the. doftrine, which the ſeveral Apoſtles at firſt 
taught. For the unhappy differences which did 
ſubſiſt, between the Jew and Gent:le Chriſtians for 
ſome time, did not originate from any difference in 
the Apoſtles doctrine, but from other perſons, with- 
out any authority from them, as appears, Ads xv. 
1,24. So likewiſe the different ideas which ſome 
of the Corinthians had of the Apoſtles, did not ariſe 


from any inconſiſtency in their doftrine, but from 


the groundleſs infinuations of ſome perſons, who 
troubled that church. But as the Apoſtles had all 
received their doctrine from the ſame Lord, and 
had all received the ſame ſpirit of truth, fo they all 
preached the ſame Jeſus, - and the ſame dottrine of 


ſalvation by him. Teſtifying firſt to the Jews, 


and then to the Gentiles, repentance towards God, 
and faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt” And for 
this we have not only their own general declaration, 
but when we inſpect the ſubſtance of their ſermons 
and dottrine, every where, and on all occaſions, to 
Jeros and Gentiles, and in diſtant nations, in their 
firſt planting of the Goſpel and building up of 


churches, there appears to be one uniform and 
conſiſtent ſcheme of religion, faith and doctrine. 


It - 


W 


tw 3 

It is alſo to be obſerved, that there were epiſtleg 
ſent to many of the churches after they were plans 
ted, thoſe books were wrote on different occaſions, 
and contain a variety of ſubjects, and in them are 
many queſtions and debates handled; yet notwiths 
ſtanding all this, there appears through all one con- 
ſiſtent ſyſtem of religion and dottrine, and the very 
ſame which was at firſt preached at Jeruſalem, was 
delivered to the Gentiles, at the firſt planting of the 
Goſpel. 


2dly. I obſerve, that the churches had copies of 
thoſe books of the New Teſtament, delivered unto 
them for to keep, in order that the doctrine of the 
goſpel might be preſerved pure and uncorrupt down 


© the ſuccecding ages. That there were ſuch books 


at firſt given out, the enemies of Chriſtianity have 
aſſiſted us with a very good argument to depend 
upon; for they tell us, “there have been forged 
books under ſuch names.” If fo, there certainly 
muſt have been ſome genuine ones, for there never 
was a counterfeit, where there was na reality. And 

I ſuppoſe theſe gentlemenwould never have known, 
| that there had been ever any ſuch forged books, 
had it not been for the very great waryneſs of the 
Chriſtians of thoſe days, not to be impoſed upon. 
And if there were ſome books forged, that can be 
no argument againſt the genuine truth and autho- 
rity of thoſe books, againſt which there never was 
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any objeQtion, Many of the books of the New 
Teſtament appeared very early, even in the life 
time of the Apoſtles, and many others of the firſt 
Chriſtians, and they were moſtly under the author's 
own name, and ſent by ſpecial meſſengers to the 
churches they had planted, and to Chriſtians unto 
whom they had preached, or where the goſpel had 
been preached by others. ——The people there 
knew from whom they received thofe books, in the 
doctrine of which they were ſo much intereſted; 

and the Apoſtles not only knew that the churches 
did receive them, but how they received them, and 
what effect it had upon them; for they had a con- 
tinued correſpondence with the churches both by 
meſſengers as well as by letters, therefore it ap- 


pears that theſe firft churches could not be impoſed 


upon, by falſe, or forged books, in the days of the 
Apoſtles, but were ſupplied with ſuch as were true 
and genuine for their own uſe, and well calculated 
to preſerve the goſpel faith and doftrine, pure, true, 


and uncorrupt down to the later ages of the world. 


gdly. Let us now ſee, how the books of the Holy 
Scriptures were preſerved, down through the firſt 
ſucceeding ages aſter the Apoſtles, 


At this time Chriſtianity had ſurprizingly pre- 
vailed, and made a rapid progreſs over the Roman 


empire. The books of the Scripture were now 
generally 
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generally known, and diſperſed among the Chriſ- 
tians in the diſtant nations of the world ; and the 
Chriſtians had a very great and zealous regard for 
the Scriptures, looking upon them as the only per- 
fe rule of their faith and prattice, conſequently 
would always be very watchful, that no alteration 
ſhould be made in their copies. And though in 
thoſe ages new ſeQts and parties aroſe, and ſome 
Rites and Ceremonies altered, yet this tended to 
keep them more upon their guard, and as the Scrip- 
tures were then publickly read in the Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies, and before all men, Chriſtians, Fews, 
or Heathens, they were all acquainted with them : 
Therefore it ſeems impoſſible, for the Scriptures to 
be corrupted or altered by any one party, without 
being expoſed by the others, except we can ſup- 
poſe the world to agree to cheat themſelves. It 
alſo further appears, from the account given by 
thofe who lived, and wrote in theſe early ages, that 
they had the ſame books of Scripture for their rule, 
as we read was given out at firſt by the Jame au- 
thors, and under the ſame names; and alſo the 
many citations from them on various occaſions, 
proves the doQrine contained in them to be the 
lame. And I think it is no ſmall evidence of the 
genuineneſs and truth, of thoſe books of the Scrip- 
ture which they had, that the moſt virulent enemies 
of Chriſtianity, even Porphyry, Celſus, or Julian 
the apoſtate, had never the face to deny the genu- 
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meneſs of thoſe books, no, nor the facts recorded 
in them to have been done in different parts of the 


world. They lived near enough to the time, 
and had ſufficient advantages to make proper and 
nice enquiry, they had art, learning, and authority 
for it, and bitter prejudice againſt the Chriſtians, to 
prompt them to it; if any thing faulty could have 
been made appear againſt thoſe books of the Scrip- 
tures, they would not have failed to have made the 
moſt of it, as an home thruſt againſt the Chriſtians: 
It muſt therefore evidently be the force of truth, 
and inconteſtable matter of fact, which could fiience 
them on this head. But they were not only ſilent 
with regard to the truth and purity of the Scrip- 
tures, but when they thought it would be any way 
ſerviceable to them, they would cite precepts out 
of thoſe Scriptures againſt the Chriſtians. And 
Trypho the Jew acknowledged to Juſtin Martyr 
(which was in the Second Cent.) ©* That the pre- 
cepts which are commanded in their goſpel (which 
his curioſity had prompted him to read) were ſo 
great and admirable, that he ſuppoſed no man could 
keep them.” This not only proves the exiſtence of 


- thoſe Scriptures at that time, but the genuineneſs 


of the doctrine contained in them. And the even 
tacit acknowledgment of ſuch profeſſed and bitter 
enemies to the Chriſtians 1s, I think, a very good 
evidence that thoſe books of the Scripture which 
they had at that time, were true and genuine, 
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To this we may add, that in the third, and more 
eſpecially in the fourth Century, many new cuſ- 
toms and dodcti ines aroſe ; and they diſputed about 
them with great warmth and acrimony ; and many 
fynods, and councils were held on thoſe occaſions. 
Yet notwithſtanding all their parties and factions, 
either in that peſtering affair about Eaſter, or other 
faſts and feaſts, or in the caſe of the Novatian 
Schiſm, or the heated contentions between the 
Arians, and the Athanaſians, I find not one inſtance 
in all thoſe long and angry debates, that any one 
party charged the other, that they had wrong, or 
different Scriptures, or that they had corrupted 
the copies of the Scriptures which they had. 
Which, as they had ſo great an animoſity one 
againſt the other, they would not have failed 
to have done, if any ſuch thing could have been 
proved. From all which it appears, that the Holy 
Scriptures were brought down for three or tour 
hundred years, as they were delivered unto. the 
Saints, true and uncorrupt. 


4thly. It remains now to be conſidered, how 
thoſe Scriptures of truth, have been preſerved from 
theſe early ages, down to the time of the Refor- 


mation. 


Here indeed we are to come through the moſt 
dark and ignorant ages, ſince the goſpel appeared 
in the world; and alſo, the time when the greateſt 

corruptions 


18 


corruptions were brought into it. But neither the 
one, nor the other, is any proof that the Scriptures 
muſt be corrupted: and I think there is good rea- 
fon to depend upon it that they are not. If ever 
they were, it might be preſumed to be in this pe- | 
riod, by the church of Reme, for at this time it was 
that they arrived at the greateſt power and extent. 
But there were even then, ſuch inſuperable difficul- 
ties, in an attempt of that kind, which would have 
rendered it abortive, by being expoſed and ex- 
ploded. This appears by obſerving firſt, that the 
Goſpel was now planted in three quarters of the 
Globe, in Conſtantine's time, or the fourth Cen- 
tury ; and as far diſtant as Perſia and Britain. 
Now had all the Churches been under the See of 
Rome, at that time, it is evident at firſt fight, that 
to colle& all the copies of thoſe Churches, of ſo 
many Nations and Languages, in order to alter and 
\ change the Text and Doctrine, would expoſe them 
to great contempt, and be attended with violent 
Oppoſition. But it does not appear, that ever the 
Chriſtian Churches were under the biſhop of Rome, 

or any thing like it. There were in thoſe days very 
large Churches. independant on the See of Rome, 
and over which the biſhop of Rome claimed no au- 
thority, only to ſtand in rank and charaQter as the 
firſt biſhop; and even this created ſome jealouſy 
between that of Rome and Conſtantinople in the fifth 
Century. And which ſubſiſted more or leſs, until 
the 
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the Greek Church entirely feperated her connet̃tion 


and communion from the Latin in the eleventh 


Century. 


In the ſixth Century, when Auſten or Auguſtin was 
fant over here by Pope Gregory to convert the 
Britains, he found there were Chriſtians here be- 
fore he came, and it is ſaid, there was a large ſemi- 
nary at Bangor in Wales. How long the Britains 
had enjoyed the Goſpel, or by whom it was brought 
here, is uncertain, ſome count four hundred years 
before Auguſtin came, about the year one hundred 
and eighty. And if it was nearthat time, their co- 
pies were of a very early date. Yet when this 
Auguſtin came, though they differed about Eaſter, 
and Baptiſm, &c. yet there is no account of any dif- 
ference between him and the Chriſtians here about 
the Scripture ; therefore their books of the Scrip- 
ture, and the Doctrine contained in them muſt be 
the ſame : a good evidence how pure and genuine 
the Scriptures were preſerved, for fix hundred 
years, | 


The next and following ages, as the Greek and 
and Latin Churches could not cordially agree ; and 


many faQtions and parties aroſe, they then ſtood as 


an effectual bar on each other, that nothing of this 
kind could be then attempted with ſucceſs, though 


| corruptiong gained ground, in doctrine and prac- 
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tice, as well as the power of the Latin Church, 
And indeed, thoſe ages produced ſuch a ſcene of 
wickedneſs, violence and corruption, ſchiſms and 
diviſions, eleQtions and depoſitions, that it was (I 
think) with very good reaſon ſaid by Du Pin, It 
is no wonder that we have hardly any Monuments 
of the paſtoral vigilance of theſe Popes, ſince their 
whole care was to ſatisfy their ambition and ava- 
rice.” And I ſhould ſuppoſe, that any perſon who 
had time and patience, to read the tedious account 
of the Churches of thoſe ages, will rather be temp- 
ted to think they had forgot that they had any 
Scripture at all, than that they would think of the 
making any ſort of alteration in them. 


In the twelfth Century appeared the antient 
Waldenfes and Albigenſes, the deicendants of whom, 
ſeem to be the prelent Churches of Piedmont. Theſe 
ſeparated themſelves from the Church of Rome. not 
that they diſcovered any faults, or corruptions in 
the Scripture is evident, from their earneſt inſiſt- 
ing upon the making thoſe Scriptures their rule. 


This was the caſe in the fourteenth Century, 
When Wickl:ff here in England, Huſs of Germany, 
and Jerom of Prague, appeared as lights in the 
world. Though they were learned and ſtudious 
men, they found no fault with the Scriptures, but 
the falſe dofrines brought in, by corrupt and de; 
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ſigning men. From all which evidence and cir- 
cumſtances, I think, the Scriptures appear to be 
brought down, true and faithfully to the reſorma- 


tion. 


gthly. We come now to the Reformation, which 
began in the firſt part of the ſixteenth Century, 
and here we find no account, that either Lu- 
ther, or Calvin, or any other of thoſe Reformers, 
ever diſcovered that the books of the Scriptures 
had ſuffered any material alteration, but on the con- 
trary, they eſteemed thoſe copies to be true and 
genuine, And there were at that time, as well as 
this, great numbers of Copies to compare, and 
ſome very ancient Manuſcripts which yet remain 
to be compared with thoſe of a later date, and have 
been compared by many learned and ingenious 
men of the ſeveral Denominations of Chriſtians, 
who agree with regard to the truth and purity of 
the Scriptures, how wide ſoever they are in other 
reſpetts. And it is a good argument that even the 
Church of Rome (as corrupt as they are) never al- 
tered or corrupted their books or copies of the 
Scriptures; for if they had, certainly they would 
have formed them more conformable to their own * 
doctrine and practice. But as the Scriptures were 
one, and uniform in the firſt Ages, ſo they appear 
to be the ſame now throughout the World. the Latin 
and Greek Churches, the Churches of Piedmont, 
Lutlerans 
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Lutherans and Caluini is, the Dutch, the Kirk of 
Scotland, the Church of England, and all diffenting 
Proteſtants, have all the ſame books of Holy Serip- 

ture, and thoſe containing the ſame Doctrine, as 
we fiud the firſt Ages had; however they may dif- 


fer in their e e we. hp of thoſe books. 


And with regard tothe modern objektion, * That 
there are' ſo many various readings in the many 
copies of the Scriptures.” It has been anſwered 


by many learned men, who have nicely examined 


this affair, that it amounts to no more than what is 
common to all books, which have been tranſlated 
into different Languages, and that thoſe various 
readings are not of Importance to injure the argu- 
ment of the author, or ſenſe of the text. To which 
T ſhall only add, that the common Engliſi reader 
may form a good idea, of the nature and import- 
ance of thole various readings, by comparing the 
former Tranſlations of our Engli/h Bible with the 
preſent: here we find a great number of various 


| readings indeed, but of what Importance ? Not 


one that injures the text, not one that alters or 
changes any important doArine, or- duty of the 
Chriſtian, And finally, I think it adds luſtre and 
credit to the Scriptures, that when the adverſaries 
of Chriſtianity have, worked all their artillery, 
ſearched every corner for faults, and bave fuggeſted 


aud, lorgeries, &c, they have proved nothing, 


nor 


1 
nor been able to ſupport the charge in any one 
material point; but, after all, it harmleſsly goes off 


with ſuppoſitions, ſuggeſtions, inſinuations and 
may be's. 


Seeing then that we have ſuch abundant evi- 
dence, that we have received, in the books of the 
Holy Scriptures, that divine docttine of life and 
ſalvation, which was at firſt delivered in Zudea by 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles; let us not be as chil- 
dren toſſed to and fro, and carried about with every. 
wind of dottrine, by the ſleight of men, and cun- 
ning craſtinels, whereby they he in wait to de- 
ceive : but ſtand falt in that form of ſound words- 
which was at firſt delivered unto the Saints. 
Let us be thankful to that kind hand of Providence, 
which hath preſerved it down to ſo late an age.—- 
Let it appear that we are Chriſtians by an orderly 
walking by the rules of the Goſpel, ſhewing the 
excellency of the Chriſtian Religion by it's genuine 
fruits, knowing that it is the council of God, and: 
the doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, that it is profitable for 
us, and no cunningly deviſed fables. 
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